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Letter
From
the
Editor

What is a partner?

When we started seventyseven two years O
ago, we hit the ground running with taking in ot ‘\e“s“e“‘
anything we could get. This is certainly typical for any \)ﬁge\()\)«\

new company, and | think we did a good job at it; all the
while knowing that our ultimate goal was to be much more. Our primary business model
was essentially that we were the guys to give your overflow to. This is great from a
business standpoint, and the demand for such work will always be plentiful.

But somewhere around year two our internal skill sets, strategies, and processes became
much more robust. Agencies started recognizing this. They were willing to let us take the
reins of many more aspects of a project — not just the development or design. PMs and
producers started bringing us to the table, not covering us up as the “outsourced”. It is
these clients that we consider partners.

But a partner is much more than that. A partner is one that doesn’t keep you in the dark
or bog the project down with telephone games and misunderstandings. They are
considerate of your time, of your strengths and your weaknesses. They hold
accountability for ownership and are eager to fix mistakes. A partner makes you feel like
part of the team and continually strives to cultivate the relationship. These are the clients
we are grateful for. These are the companies that we are proud to call partners.

We move into year three as seventyseven with the determination to only work with great
people. We want to develop strong partnerships with both agencies and businesses, and
always be in a position to walk away if it's not a good fit. We do this for the quality of the
work, for the company, and for the team.

Let’s be partners.

Seventyseven zine volume 3 | 2020
editor art director & illustrations contact info 77mke.com
brad manderscheid billy baldus 414.943.3527
3D art & models partners info@77mke.com
luke wittig brad manderscheid 225 e st. paul ave, suite 300
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3D Product

Visualization

= Workflow

= luke wittig

= motion design director

Photo Reference

Take full product shots to understand
to see the micro-surface imperfection
how the reflections react to lighting wit

the context of each part with the
If possible capture the
h movement.

Material Creation

Using all of the info captured from your photo ref, we create custom image maps that control the
physical properties of the metals, plastics, and even objects found in nature that the product
requires. These maps recreate the color, surface roughness, texture, subsurface scattering, bump,
and displacement to create photorealistic materials.

Lighting the Thing

The truly creative part of every product render. Each camera angle requires a unique lighting
setup. With light you can tell any story, draw attention to the craftsmanship as well as highlight
technologies. From classic studio and colored to outdoor, moody, mysterious and loud lighting:
everything is possible in CG.

whole. Take close up shots
product on short video clips to see




SUPER SQUAT

Lift arms in front of you until they are parallel
to the ground. Slowly squat down. Hold for 20
seconds. Feel the burn. This exercise works
better with a visor. Q p
QA
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BIG

SIDE STRETCH

Stand up tall and look cool. Very, very slowly

reach your arms from side to side. Give your
body a BIG side stretch. Hold each stretch for
10 seconds. Feel the burn.
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LITELE
SIDE STRETCH

While seated in a fashionable sweat suit lock
your hands behind your head. Stretch each
elbow to your knees. Hold for 10 seconds.
Feel the burn.




Quality Assured

er best practices, to¢ jls, and necessary
¢ quality of work. Well also learn to
inflation internally.

"This article will cov
steps needed to ensur

mitigate costs and timeline

Quality Over Everything
Generally. we will work Q \ into a weekl

not find their way into future deliy crables and
ate the QA tasks and steps to take W hen w

ly effort. This helps us ensurc bugs do

will we cultiv ¢ get to that point? I'm
glad you asked.

are fixed in the moment. But how

Did I Pass?

First we will need to establishan idea that describes what pa ing QA means. We can
1gh scripts as W ell as generated design references through actual
This helps our team understand what to look for
at we are delivering but also gather this

ave a good amount of documentation
ays pull reports for issues to identify

accomplish this throt
design files (such as JPGs or PDFs).
during QA. We will want to focus on wh
1 throughout the project so we h
iveness. We can alw
\ture projects.

documentatior
that speaks to our QA effect
trends and other useful data for fu

Ifit Looks Like a Bug...

ave everything we need to determir
ach sprint we
es. During this time we will go through our user
.nee documents to identify whether our task

Now thatwe h 1e what passing QA looks like, we are
ready to check things over. During ¢ will have a designated time for doing

QA for the current sprint's deliverabl

stories, while also reviewing any design rel
has passed QA. If it does not pass, a ticket is created. When creating a ticketwe will want
solve the issue. We

ation as possible to help the team
his ticket to the current sprint so we can focus on a
f the current sprint. This way we can ensure we are

to provide as much specific inform:
will also want to make sure we tie tl
resolution throughout the remainder O
delivering solid work at the end of our sprint.
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Committed to Change

Once we sit down and estimate the
\\]rhl > CLTTC FO1CC - OT'
o .H‘HKHUI(IILHI project or create a new one so we can track the costs and efforts
ndividually. Generally. if our change 1« :
gl Ii K|”-U ly. if our change request is a substantial amount of time, we will
a ) follow this route. Otherwise we wi [
ant o f 3 ve will deem these change reque: i
e se change requests as being part

hange request efforts, we will either include these
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HEY GUYS. SO, TODAY AT BREAKFAST
I HAD TO DECIDE BETWEEN TOAST
AND OATMEAL. I WAS STUCK. AND
IT MADE ME THINK ABOUT MY CEO

seventyseven

ASTEROIDS
B TSHIRT

000 $20

Order today shop.77mke.com p

WHAT THE
| alc%! 1S
| THIS eUY
TALKING
ABOUT?I?

SOMETIMES YOU
HAVE TO MAKE
CHOICES IN LIFE.

AND IN BUSINESS.

AND IN THE

BUSINESS OF YOUR

LIFE AND THE LIFE

OF YOUR BUSINESS.

YOU KNOW?

YOU HAVE TO HAVE A
PASSION FOR BOTH TOAST
AND OATMEAL.
INNOVATION COMES IN
ALL FLAVORS, GUYS.

#$%6Hg!! I'M
ALREADY DEAD:(




SPACE INVADERS

zach nelson

partner / interactive director

J UXTAPOSE

You know what’s inspiring? Creating. It’s contagious, like yawning, except rather
than leaving you feeling like you want to lie down or binge watch some Netflix, the
act of creation gets you energized and craving more creation.

This last month I had the opportunity to assist on a project with an exceptionally
creative and unique talent - my 11 year old daughter, Zaida. She took part in an event
put on by the wonderful Keleey Kalumbula of Cloud 9 Workshop. Called the
Kidpreneur Fair, it’s essentially a makers market event specifically for kids to sell
their creations and learn about entrepreneurship first-hand.

Zaida chose to create unique collages and turn them into coasters - an idea inspired
by her Auntie Madeline - using inexpensive tiles, mod podge and an €poxy resin.
Nights and weekends, instead of our usual routine, we thumbed through thrift books
and magazines, collecting cutouts of interesting images, until we had a diverse
collection of colors, textures and subjects.

Next was my favorite step - Jjuxtaposing the image cutouts to create the collage. We
found that often the combinations of black and white/color and old/new generally
produced the most striking effect. Other times it was the subjects themselves, or the
flow of shapes and lines, or the contrast of textures that would feel right. In the end
there were around 30 - 40 unique collages from which to create the coasters
themselves. Cut to size, the collages were pasted onto the tiles, then carefully covered
in epoxy resin, which hardened to
a glossy protective finish.
After affixing rubber bumper
pads to the undersurface so the
coasters themselves wouldn’t
scratch wood surfaces, Zaida's
products were ready.

The event was a

hit, and Zaida made

enough  profit  after

expenses to buy the iPod

Touch she’d been coveting. Getting a taste

of entrepreneurship has inspired her to want to

make more, and we are now collaborating on

creating her own brand and online store to continue
the learning and creating.




Client Metal-Era
Product Calculator App, Product Configurator App, Animated Info Video

Skills  Art Direction, 3D Modeling, 3D Animation, Script Writing, Information
Architexture, App Design, App Development, lllustration

\ﬂ, METALERA

Engineered Roof Solutions

A Complete Package

Metal-Era is a leader in the commercial roofing industry. They are the largest and most accomplished edge metal
systems manufacturer in North America. They came to seventyseven with a few different needs and goals.

They wanted an app version of their existing website calculators to further aid in roofing projects.

They wanted an interactive product configurator to better showcase their products while in meetings, conventions,
and trade shows.

They wanted an informational video on the subject of labor shortage affecting the commercial roofing industry and
how Metal-Era’s products are a cost effective solution to this shortage.

Using our wide array of skills, knowledge, and creativity we were able to create each one of these projects.

Calculator App

The Metal-Era mobile app is a helpful resource for architects, roofing consultants, contractors, and any professionalin
the commercial roofing industry. It features a variety of calculators that will provide helpful information for your
specific roofing projects and help you determine which edge metal systems are right for you.

Product Configurator App

To better showcase Metal-Era’s quality, expertise, and variety of products during meetings, conventions, and at trade
shows we built an interactive application for use on tablet devices such as an iPad. The product configurator is a stand
alone application, no internet needed to operate and pull data, everything you need is right there. We designed a
simple and easy to use interface. Each product features a 3D spinner with a “break apart” view, a 3D animated
installation video, a color picker, product specs, and product a description.
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Info Video
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Animated Info Video
Labor shortage continues to be a challenge in the commercial roofing . B

industry. We created an animated informational video to address this issue and communicate why

Metal-Era pre-manufactured edge metal is a cost, and time-effective solution. We dove into the numbers and research
articles. We then took that research and wrote a knowledge based script and facilitated a professional voiceover. We
put together a storyboard and art direction. Then we created the 3D models, illustrations, and graphical elements and
put the animation together to create a professional, informational video. The video has shared their knowledge and
communicated their message leading to sales growth and industry recognition.

These three projects successfully met Metal-Era’s goals and helped further garnish their reputation as a leading expert
in the commercial roofing industry.






Amazing products selected by seventyseven! shop.77mke.c0m

SPECIAL TREASURES

A real life

BASS
BOOST

boombox

4 INCLUDED FREE This 64-page book—practically o densed course in electricity. Learn by doing.

Just reod the following portial list  applionces and motors using o sim- Ont
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A truly do-it-yourself type

CAMCORDER
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THAT’S ALL! Read emission quality direct on bad-good meter scale.

FEATURES: Production of this Model was delayed a full year pending
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Talkin
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c ' 0 u d s = métt knickelbine

If you came across someone at the park, lying on the grass and
mumbling at the clouds, it may come off as mi y.concerning.
You pick up the pace a bit to avoid them ard thin ‘how bizarre™
that was. In our world of code and content, things are abigdifferent!
Applications are constantly,talking back and forth with the cloud
in‘'order to deliver premium, efficiently served data. With

Google’s Natural Language and Cloud Vision APIs, the gap
between human and machine communication can be bridged™ s

Imagine this scene - of a group of friends holding an invitation
to their NYE party. Using the Cloud Vision API, the Cloud can
determine the context of this scene - several humansaare
standing together. Face detection has determined these humans
are excited for some reason! Why? And why are they dressed so
fancy? Perhaps a party? OK - definitely a party... The Cloud wants

-inon it but does not know the details. Here is where the Natural

Language API coméSintoplay. The Cloud then scans the invitation.
Several-entities are found - a block of text inviting guests to a
party (it totailygu\eéssed correctly). A date and time are also
present - this mustbe.when the party is. Finally, the'API has
determined the last bit of text is actually an address. Next thing
you know, it's December 31st and the Cloud shows up ready to
have a grand ol' time! e

The combination of these two powerful APIs has proved invaluable
for client projects. What once required heavy processing on the
application-side for common OCR tasks can now be processed
in a matter of seconds with minimal client resources. Next time
you see someone talking to the clouds - ask them what the
clouds are saying back, it might be pretty cool! : ;
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